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MEMOHAI®UK FORi Bcputy Plreotor Antelllg earie 

Attm I T 


SUBJECT* Progress Report f<a* 1952 

RITOENCE: Memorandum dated 8 V^tvabtr 19J2 fttm Acting 

DPA on Pro{^#3B Report mx 5SC 50 


1» In the Offio® of Cari'ent Intelligerioef CIA bo%' laf; a 
^eted organisfitlon for the pi-oduetlen of exirrent intelligi*o6 
from all oouroeB, Thie organiiaticm ie lalcvai la the i 

ocwmunity, 

2, The poor quality of information received in CIA ot the 
centers of CocBduniat power is om* primary eonoem* 

a. Far from seeing ai^ improvement of our ooaltjcr i i 
the intelligence war with tlie Soviet Ifaion, we face the solerin r 
possibility that ve late in fact suffered a relative weaketins rrf 
our position and are losing the intelllgenoe war. The Soviet s?. 
curity systra* Ims apparently withstood our best attacks to iat# 
on a front *d*ere tlie very virtue of deeracratle mtlons is Itself 
a vulnerability* Ve do not receive information vhloh can yield 
a steady and reliable insight Into the thoi^ate* declBion*. ac- 
tions and intentions of the Kramlin, 

b* Improvements in State Depar%3ent reporting asii ^ u 
other kinds of reporting frota areas outside the border# of >o7i«.t 
control do not eang>ens«te f<m* the gxmdual deterii)i?atlon in thf* 
qt.mllty of fonnation received on tli# Soviet Bloo. 

For feieaple, enr; ent IntelligeJice on the Bov;, jt 
as a whole ie largely conditioned by wfait Uttle wo emi .ilro t. 
literally see of it in Eastern Genrnny and Aiwtria. Ve do ’ecsjv 
occasional bits of information *daich can be associated *dth mits 
in the Soviet Union proper, but our latest roliablo Infom^tion o- 
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the Soviet t^er of Uttle ae a whole it three «r foor ytare o5 U 
® giv^ division is probehly still local ed at i 
certa^ plaoj in tlie interior but our current inforaatior is ae, 
poor that we do not know whether the diviaiem now (insists of cue 

regiffient or of «iree rsglaents nor do We know at what strength n 
either ceee. ^ 

, peripheral and ucderdeveloped areas odtsidw the 

borders of Soviet eoatrol, ve ere disturbed by the paucity of 
good ^onaation in depth and detail on the p«>ular » 3 V«ter.ts e 
opposed to the offlelaldom in the capitals. 

Necessary laproveiaent in qualilsy of inforimtlcn r«=^e«-v d 
1*2*^ en idsether or not the ne\tlv 

llshed National Security Agency is Buccaserul in aeecrpliahin-- ^b 
BiOBi^, In the case of the Soviet Union find China, ve a-c 
pletely dependent cm the ^^atlooal Security Agoroy. 


Ifm.TINGTQK D. 
Actaieiant Dlractnr 
Currmit IntelllgMiee 
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